PRESS RELEASE

18 June 2009, Yinchuan, Ningxia Province

Protecting copyrights on the internet: local authorities’
efforts to tackle on-line piracy

Vice-Minister Yan Xiaohong from the National Copyright Administration of China (NCAC),
Assistant Minister Chong Quan from the Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM) and Mr Antoine
Seillan, Counsellor of the EC Delegation to China were in Yingchuan today to open a seminar on-
line piracy copyright protection and enforcement on the internet involving more than 80 officials
from China’s local copyright authorities, cultural bureaus and judiciary.

Together with leading local officials from Ningxia Province and Yinchuan Municipality,
participants heard views from Chinese and European experts on the growing trends in on-line
infringement of copyright and how to determine incidences of piracy, to process evidence, and
build and handle piracy cases.

Vice Minister Yan Xiaohong cited the challenges of the on-line environment including peer-to-
peer networks (P2P), user generated content/video and streaming; and emphasised the
importance of dialogue between the many players involved, including collective management
societies, and the need for strengthened enforcement efforts. He suggested that the 21st century
presents more opportunities for creative industries, but also poses challenges for the protection
of copyright; and that this new situation will benefit from dialogue to develop ideas and means to
address the key issues as well as the establishment of the appropriate enforcement mechanisms
required.

Assistant Minister Chong Quan emphasised the international dimension of copyright protection,
saying that it is a global challenge and therefore requires international co-operation. He explained
that MOFCOM launched and co-ordinates a high-level dialogue on intellectual property
protection, including copyrights, for which the European Union is a key partner.

Mr Seillan noted that with 300 million net users, China is the largest market player, but that both
sides share common challenges. He said that the cultural diversity of Europe and China means
that both regions are cradles for cultural industries, which need to be protected in order to grow.
For this, he emphasised that enforcement of copyright starts with the local authorities and viewed
positively co-operation at this level.

On-line copyright infringement continues to challenge enforcement authorities. Efforts by the
Chinese authorities aim to balance access to information with copyright protection and at the
same time, aggressively tackle online piracy. The goal of the seminar was to raise awareness of
future trends and countermeasures to these challenges, and to assist the relevant enforcing
authorities in improving practical enforcement at the local level. Representatives from the central
copyright authorities (NCAC), experts from Europe and China, including the Beijing Higher
People’s Court and the IPR School of the East China University of Politics Science and Law led
the discussion.

This event, organised by the National Copyright Administration of China the support the EU-
China Project on the Protection of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR2) and hosted together with
the local Ningxia authorities, is part of a longer-term cooperation between the EU and China on
strengthening the copyright legislative framework and improving the management and
enforcement of copyrights. A similar training took place with the local copyright authorities in
Harbin earlier this week, from 15-16 June.

The EU-China Project, inaugurated in Beijing in November 2007 by the then EU Trade
Commissioner Peter Mandelson and the former MOFCOM Vice Minister Yu Guangzhou, focuses
on the enforcement of intellectual property rights in China. The four-year co-operation project has
a budget of EUR 16m.

For further information:

Tamryn Barker, EU-China IPR2 Project

Email: tamryn.barker@ipr2.org Tel: +86 135 2206 7124
IPR2 project web site: www.ipr2.org
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