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EP 1 493 101 / WO 03/085558

1. A method comprising:
representing normalized eXtensible Markup 
Language (XML) information in a fixed set of 
tables.

- Representing information, not amending/creating
- Not necessarily on a computer (no CII), XML?
- “tables” will be interpreted very broad by EPO
- Very critical formulation !



BOEHMERT & BOEHMERT

EP 1 493 101 (alternative 
formulations)

1. A (computerized) method carried out on a 
computer comprising:
inputting multiple extensible Markup Language 
(XML) documents into a computer;
creating a data representation of said multiple 
XML documents by said Computer; and
reducing redundancy across said multiple XML 
documents via a fixed set of tables by said 
Computer.
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EP 1 493 101 (alternative 
formulations)

16. A computerized method comprising:
inputting one or more standard XML tree structures; and
converting said one or more standard XML tree structures
into a fixed representation having reduced redundancy.

25. An apparatus comprising:
means for creating a graph based data structure representing 
multiple standard XML tree structures;
means for transforming said graph based data structure to a 
fixed set of tables; and
means for using said fixed set of tables.
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Example Digital Rights Management
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EP 1 350 373 B1 (Claim 1-part 1)

• A method of certifying transmission, reception and authenticity 
of electronic documents between at least one sender user (2) 
and at least one addressee user (3) in a telecommunication 
network (4)

• wherein said sender user (2) carries out the following steps: 
– drafting the document to be sent,
– sending a message comprising the drafted document to a 

mailbox associated to the addressee user (3) through the 
telecommunication network,

• and wherein the addressee user (3) carries out the following 
step:
– downloading the message from the mailbox associated to 

the addressee user (3),
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EP 1 350 373 B1 (Claim 1-part 2)

• wherein a transmittal certificate is automatically generated and 
sent to a mailbox associated to said sender user (2) by a 
certification entity (1) connected to the telecommunication 
network (4) when said message reaches said mailbox of said 
addressee user (3),

• the method being characterized by further comprising the 
steps of: 
– receiving the message from the sender user (2) at the 

certification entity (1),
– identifying by the certification entity (1) the sender user (2) 

from whom the message is received, and
– checking at the certification entity (1) if said sender user 

(2) is a certified sender user included among sender and 
addressee users (2, 3) comprised in at least one file unit 
(16) so as to admit or refuse the message,
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EP 1 350 373 B1 (Claim 1-part 3)

• wherein a transmittal certificate is automatically generated and sent to 
a mailbox associated to said sender user (2) by a certification entity (1) 
connected to the telecommunication network (4) when said message 
reaches said mailbox of said addressee user (3),

• the method being characterized by further comprising the steps of: 
– receiving the message from the sender user (2) at the certification 

entity (1),
– identifying by the certification entity (1) the sender user (2) from 

whom the message is received, and
– checking at the certification entity (1) if said sender user (2) is a 

certified sender user included among sender and addressee users 
(2, 3) comprised in at least one file unit (16) so as to admit or 
refuse the message,

– wherein the transmittal certificate is only generated and sent, if the 
identified sender user (2) is included among said sender and 
addressee users (2, 3) in the file unit (16) of the certification entity 
(1).
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EP 1 350 373 B1 - Opposition

• Which features are technical features?
• Which features are business aspects (standard 

„registered letter“?)

• What „Prior Art“ is available (earliest priority 
12/2000)?
– Known e-mail systems ?
– DSN (Delivery Status Notifications) ?
– rDNS look-up (checking of IP-No. in DNS-file) ?

• 1st Instance Decision of EPO Opposition Div. in 
2011 ?
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Further Questions ?

Contact me at:
Appelt@Boehmert.de
Christian W. Appelt
Boehmert & Boehmert
Pettenkoferstr. 20-22
D-80336 Munich
Germany
Tel.: + 49 – 89 – 55 96 80
Fax: + 49 – 89 – 34 70 10
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